The presentation in Japanese by Most Ven. Thich Nhu Dien at Teikyo Heisei University, Tokyo, April 2017. This presentation has also been translated into English and German.

Topic: Why did the Vietnamese people flee their country?

1) The Japanese language:

For me, the Japanese language is the third foreign language I have learnt. In 1972, when I first arrived in Japan, I did not know any Japanese words.  In 1971, after graduating from high school as an ordained monk, I was interested in going to college in Japan. I went to the Embassy of Japan in Southern Vietnam to inform myself and applied for a study trip. The result was that I arrived in Japan on 22 February 1972. 
First, I had to find a language school to learn Japanese.  The Japanese language school Yottsuya accepted my application and I have learned Japanese for 9 months. Next, I passed the entrance test to enter the Teikyo University in Hachioji. I majored in Education at the Department of Literature.
Before you enter Japan you need a sponsor. At that time, Mr. Akiyama had travelled to Vietnam many times as a correspondent for the Mainichi Shinbum newspaper to observe the local events. He had contact with a Vietnamese family and through this connection, he also became my sponsor for my stay in Japan. It has been 45 years since then. 
Last year, I went back to Japan with a group of 38 Vietnamese people from Europe and America on a pilgrimage trip to visit various temples. I had a reunion with Mr. and Mrs. Akiyama at a Vietnamese temple in Kanagawaken. He asked me whether I still keep contact with the Teikyo University? I answered that I have not had any contact with the university for a long time since I graduated in 1977. He saw my new edited book about Japan and said, “Let me contact the university of Teikyo then.” 
This year, once again I return to Japan and Mr. Akiyama had talked with Professor Uchino before. Today I am here to talk about the topic “Why did the Vietnamese people flee their country?” It has been more than 40 years that I have not used Japanese in daily life, so if you find my Japanese hard to understand I could try another language, for instance, English, German or maybe French. Do you agree?

2) Historical aspects:

For a very long period of time until now, Japan, Korea and Vietnam have been influenced very much by  China in many areas, such as literature, religion, culture, etc. Even so, the Japanese language does not only include mandarin characters but also Hiragana, Katakana and Romaji. These reforms are thank to the Ven. Kukai, founder of Shingon School in the 8th century. It has now been 1.200 years of history since that day. A foreigner has to start with Romaji, then Kanji, Hirigana and at last Katakana. Tea ceremony, bushido, kendo, Judo etc. in Japan all have their origins and influences from China. But since 1869, during King Meiji restoration era, the country has had a more Western approach from Europe, by which  the current modern technology developments of Japan are mostly influenced ever since  
It differs a little bit in the case of Vietnam. Until the 16th century, mandarin characters were still being used and in daily life, old traditions were still kept intact. However, when the Europeans came to Vietnam, they heard the pronunciation of the Vietnamese people and invented a new alphabetic system for the Vietnamese language based on its phonetic sounds. From the 19th century, mandarin characters could only be found among pagodas and temples. 
In 1904, the Japan – Russia war started and Japan won the war. Our country Vietnam was colonized by the French and the people had suffered a lot. Therefore, Phan Boi Chau, a reformer, initiated a new political movement “Toward the East”, encouraging young Vietnamese to go to Japan to study, in the hope of training revolutionaries to rise against French colonial rule. Not long after, the First (1914 – 1918) and Second (1939 – 1945) World War burst out and there was no peace anywhere in the world. During the Showa Era, the ideology of Great Eastern Asia also influenced Vietnam. In 1945, Japan lost the war and so did the idea of the Great Eastern Asia of King Showa Hirohito. None  of us knows the meaning and purpose of the war; but for sure, it had brought great pain and suffering upon the people.

3) The war between South and communist North Vietnam:

On July 20, 1954, due to the Geneva Convention, Vietnam was divided into two halves. Southern Vietnam followed the Republican and Northern Vietnam followed the Communist ideology. Countries with such division include West and East Germany, North and South Korea. From 1954 to 1963, Southern Vietnam under president Ngo Dinh Diem´s government had been influenced a lot by the USA. The president´s family was Catholic and there was no equal treatment of religions. Buddhism had been under suppression. It led to the self-immolation act of the Most Venerable Thich Quang Duc which captured the world´s attention. The committee of the revolutionary military had successfully overthrown the regime on November 1, 1963. From then on, Southern Vietnam was led by the second government´s president Nguyen Van Thieu until 30 April 1975 when Southern Vietnam lost to Northern Vietnam. 
In my opinion, you can compare the situation of Vietnam with Germany and Korea. North Vietnam, East Germany and North Korea were also influenced by the Communist ideology. North Vietnam had received supports from Russia and China to combat South Vietnam. South Vietnam lost the war and many Vietnamese fled their country to seek freedom.
 
4) Why did the Vietnamese flee their country after the unification?
 
The main reason is to seek freedom. If the government was just and righteous, they would not have tried to escape at all. From 1975 to 1980, the government had applied their communist ideology to South Vietnam. The citizens could not live under the new government and so they fled the country because of the fear of following repressions:

* Detaining high ranked officers, officers, troops and police of the old administration of the Republic of Vietnam in re-education camps with no return while still using propaganda deception on "harmony, national reconciliation."
* Forcing family members of the old regime to move to the New Economic Zone, which are located in deep forests and poisonous water; the policy of removing people from the city aimed to take away peoples` homes.
* Conspiracy to set up a policy on commercial property inspection, inventory of assets of enterprises and businesses to rob the property of the people.
* Prohibiting students whose records are children of the former government enter university.
* Because of the dictatorship, oppression, injustice, the lack of human rights and religious freedom, people had to find a way to leave their homeland and seek freedom by:
* Crossing the sea in fragile little boats. The wave of boat people increased from 1979 to 1986 by nearly 2 million people. In addition, about one million people were drowned in the sea. These events shocked the whole world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Crossing the border to Cambodia, Laos and to Thailand; the death toll is also known as not little.

Just look at North and South Korea and you will know the value of freedom. It cannot be bought with money. People often say that: “When you live in a free country you truly know the value of the word ‘freedom’. But when freedom is lost, it will be then too late to get it back.”
Before 1975, there were about 2000 Vietnamese students from South Vietnam who went to Japan to study. But at that time, the Japanese government did not have a refugee program. So most of these students went to Europe, Australia and America. From 1980 to 2000, due to an agreement from the United Nations, Japan agreed to accept thousands of Vietnamese refugees coming into Japan. That generation has been living in Japan for more than 30 years now. They are fully integrated into Japanese society and contributed through their hard works. Regarding this matter, in the name of the Vietnamese people, we would like to send our most sincere gratitude toward the Japanese government and its people. 
In 2017, there are about 3 million Vietnamese people living all over the world. No matter where they live, their children always succeed on educational level. The number of Vietnamese people living in the USA are the highest. The first generation had trouble with the language and culture, but it is no longer an issue for the second and later generation. The big issue is now that the children are born abroad, they have problem learning their mother tongue (Vietnamese). Because they use their native country language as their mother tongue they do not speak Vietnamese. This matter creates much trouble for their parents. Also, the same  problem happens to Japanese young generation living abroad. I have met some Japanese people in San Francisco, Australia, Ancharachi, Hawaii, etc. and I talked to them in Japanese but they did not understand a word except “thank you”. They told me in English that if I want to speak Japanese I should try to talk with their parents instead. 


5) A look on Eastern Europe:

Firstly, the historical event on November 9, 1989, when the Berlin Wall collapsed and the Communist Era ended. From 1949 to 1989, in just 40 years the life differences between West and East were significant. Even now after 27 years, since the unification of West and East, the reality is that there are still big differences in mentality, work and economy, etc. Even though they are now considered as one nation and equal, there are still differences in basic mentality between West and East. Therefore, what is communism? Just look at East Germany and you will find the answer. 
Secondly, in East Europe, including Russia, it has also been 27 years (1990-2017), but the life between East and West is still much different. Many Eastern European countries are still far behind their Western parts. The reason is because they have lived too long under the communist regimes. 
From my point of view, for you being Japanese is truly a blessing. Because in Japan, you have everything and there is freedom in all aspects of life. You can speak freely without fear of prosecution. In Vietnam and North Korea, it is taboo to speak freely. You should treasure it. After the Second World War, Germany and Japan obtained support from the USA. Without that support Germany and Japan would not have become great nations like today. Of course, the main factors for the success are the hard work and efforts of German and Japanese people, which the world must even bow their head to when mentioned. Such an honor!

6) About my person:

First of all, I need to express my gratitude toward Japan and Germany. I came from Vietnam. Since 1964, I have been living as a Vietnamese Buddhist monk. I have since lived in temples and going to schools. Having had an opportunity to study abroad was such a great chance. When I first arrived in Japan, I had only thought that I would return to share and use my knowledge for my country and Buddhism after I graduated. I thought that was the best for me. But it did not turn out that way. Until now, besides Japan and Germany, I have visited 73 countries across the 5 continents. And no matter what you do or where you go, when you get older, you tend to have homesickness. There is a Japanese proverb saying: “When you enter a village, you have to follow its tradition”. However, your mother tongue and country always give you a special feeling when they are mentioned.
For me, when I still went to secondary school, French was my first foreign language; English was the second. When I studied in Japan, my knowledge of Japanese should be as good as native speakers; graduation thesis should also be written in Japanese. Even though, after 40 years of not living in Japan, I still know Japanese. This is indeed unbelievable that my Japanese skill is still working well. 
In 1977, I went to Germany alone. I did not know a single German word, but now I could give Dharma talks in German. While studying at the university, I still managed the temple´s work (1978 – 1980) and began to establish the Vien Giac Pagoda in Hannover. Not only Vietnamese Buddhists but also many Buddhists from other countries go to my Temple to pay homage to the Buddha. Currently, German people are also very interested in studying Buddhist teachings. This really moves my heart. 
Until 2003, I have ordained 45 monastic disciples and have given refuge to the Triple Gem for about 7000 lay disciples. After 25 years being in charge of the Vien Giac Pagoda I passed the abbot position on to my ordinated disciples and became Most Venerable Founder Abbot. From the day I was ordinated until now (1964 – 2017) I have lived more than 53 years as a Buddhist monk and have written and translated 68 books and other works which were published. They are written in Vietnamese and Japanese. Japanese was translated into Vietnamese, as well as from Chinese, English, German etc. with various themes and topics, mainly about Buddhism, literature, languages, education… There are 10 books that were translated from Japanese into Vietnamese, for instance, research on the Sangha community during Buddha’s time; Rinzai School, Pure Land School, Soto School, Shingon School, Lotus-Sutra School, Zen Schools. And these books were also introduced to the Vietnamese and German people. I think that English is necessary no matter where you live or go. Therefore, for you as Japanese students, do try your best to learn it. 
Buddha has taught us, all things are influenced by impermanent, suffering and selflessness. Anything that has a form is under the influence of impermanence. The cause of impermanence is suffering. When contemplating about selflessness you must remember: This is not me, this is not mine and this is not my ego. Anyone who can see through this, will understand the Buddhas teaching. 
As I have already mentioned, I had a great chance to study and live in Japan and also, I have been living for more than 45 years abroad. These are my fortunes. Buddha has said: “Because one thing arises, others arise. Because this disappears, others disappear”. It is hard to understand, but that is the law of cause and effect. Emptiness is clearly described in the Prajnaparamitta Sutra. Whether you are Chinese, Vietnamese, Japanese, European or American, everyone will understand it that way. Therefore, Buddhism today has its roots not only in Asia but has spread all over the world. 
At last, I want to express my most sincere gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Akiyama and Professor Uchino of Teikyo Heisei University. 
Now, you can use any languages to ask questions concerning the topic above. 

With palms joined together.
Most Venerable Thich Nhu Dien, founder of the Vietnamese Vien Giac Monastery in Germany alias Le Cuong, former exchange student of the Teikyo University in Hachioji, school year 1973 to 1977.
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